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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
s Field of the Invention: 

[0001] The present invention relates to a constant velocity universal joint for connecting a first shaft as one trans- 
mission shaft and a second shaft as the other transmission shaft, for example, in a driving force-transmitting section 
of an automobile. 

10 

Description of the Related Art: 

[0002] Constant velocity universal joints are commonly used in motor vehicle applications. The constant velocity 
universal joint is disposed in a driving force-transmitting section of an automobile for connecting a first shaft as one 
is transmission shaft and a second shaft as the other transmission shaft so that a rotary force is transmitted to respective 
axles. 

[0003] The present applicant has proposed a constant velocity universal joint and an assembling method thereof in 
U.S. Patent Application Serial Nos. 09/456,488 and 09/984,898. According to the constant velocity universal joint, 
induced thrust performance and durability are improved by reducing slide resistance generated when one transmission 
20 shaft is tilted and a trunnion is displaced along a guide track. The present invention has been made in relation to this 
proposal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 [0004] A general object of the present invention is to provide a constant velocity universal joint which makes it possible 
to easily assemble a trunnion and an annular member. The trunnion has a spherical surface along the circumferential 
direction thereof. The spherical surface is partially cut out into a variety of shapes. The annular member has a spherical 
recess having an inner circumferential surface corresponding to the spherical surface. 

[0005] A principal object of the present invention is to provide a constant velocity universal joint which makes it 
30 possible to assemble a trunnion and an annular member regardless of orientation of assembling components. 

[0006] Another object of the present invention is to provide a constant velocity universal joint having improved lubri- 
cation performance on a sliding plane between a spherical surface of a trunnion and a spherical recess of an annular 
member. 

[0007] The above and other objects, features, and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent 
35 from the following description when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which a preferred embod- 
iment of the present invention is shown by way of illustrative example. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

40 [0008] 

FIG. 1 is a vertical sectional view showing a constant velocity universaj joint, in a direction substantially perpen- 
dicular to an axis of the constant velocity universal joint, according to a first embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view showing the constant velocity universal joint taken along a line il-ll shown in FIG. 1 ; 
45 FIG. 3 is a magnified vertical sectional view with partial omission showing the constant velocity universal joint 

shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 4 is a magnified perspective view showing a plurality of trunnions including a spider boss section of the 
constant velocity universal joint shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing an inner roller to be installed to the trunnion shown in FIG. 4; 
50 FIG. 6 is a plan view showing the inner roller shown in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a vertical sectional view taken along a line VII-VII shown in FIG. 6; 
FIG. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken along a line VIII-VIII shown in FIG. 6; 

FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view with partial cutout showing an inner member to be installed to the trunnion; 
FIG. 10 illustrates dimensional conditions for installing the inner roller to the trunnion; 
55 FIG. 11 is a magnified perspective view showing a cutout surface of a trunnion according to a first modified em- 

bodiment; 

FIG. 12 is a magnified perspective view illustrating a cutout surface of a trunnion according to a second modified 
embodiment; 
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FIG. 13 is a magnified perspective view showing an inner roller to be installed to the trunnion shown in FIG. 12; 
FIG. 14 is a magnified perspective view showing a cutout surface of a trunnion according to a third modified em- 
bodiment; 

FIG. 15 is a vertical sectional view showing a constant velocity universal joint, in a direction substantially perpen- 
dicularto an axis of the constant velocity universal joint, according to a second embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 1 6 is a vertical sectional view showing the constant velocity universal joint taken along a line XVI-XVI shown 
in FIG. 15; 

FIG. 17 is a magnified vertical sectional view with partial omission showing the constant velocity universal joint 
shown in FIG. 15; 

FIG. 18 is a magnified perspective view showing a plurality of trunnions including a spider boss section of the 
constant velocity universal joint shown in FIG. 15; 

FIG, 19 is a magnified perspective view showing an inner roller to be installed to the trunnion shown in FIG. 18; 

FIG. 20 is a plan view showing the inner roller shown in FIG. 19; 

FIG. 21 is a vertical sectional view taken along a line XXI-XXI shown in FIG. 20; 

FIG. 22 is a perspective view with partial omission showing a state in which the inner roller shown in FIG. 19 is 
installed to the trunnion; 

FIG. 23 is a magnified perspective view showing a cutout surface of a trunnion according to a fourth modified 
embodiment; and 

FIG. 24 is a magnified perspective view showing an inner ring to be installed to the trunnion shown in FIG. 23. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0009] According to the present invention, a cutout surface, which may take a variety of shapes, is formed by partially 
cutting out a spherical surface of each trunnion. As described later on, the cutout surface is formed at a portion of the 
trunnion to which no torque is applied. International Patent Publication No. WO 90/07067 and Japanese Laid-Open 
Patent Publication No. 7-1 03251 disclose a cutout flat surface made in an outer spherical surface of a trunnion. 
[0010] According to the disclosure of International Patent Publication No. WO 90/07067 and Japanese Laid-Open 
Patent Publication No. 7-103251, when a ring-shaped roller is installed to the trunnion having the spherical surface, 
the roller is fitted to the spherical trunnion in a state in which the roller is elasticaliy deformed under pressure. In contrast, 
according to the present invention, an inner roller is not elasticaliy deformed in installing a spherical trunnion to a 
spherical surface of the inner roller. Therefore, the installation can be performed easily. 

[0011] Further, in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 7-103251, the flat surface section is formed on the 
part of the spherical surface to which the torque of the trunnion is applied. In contrast, according to the present invention, 
a flat surface section or the like is formed on a part of the spherical surface, to which no torque of the trunnion is applied. 
[0012] It will be apparent from the detailed description given below that the technical concept of the present Invention 
is significantly different from the technical concept disclosed in International Patent Publication No. WO 90/07067 and 
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 7-103251 in terms of the arrangement, function, and effect. Preferred 
embodiments of the constant velocity universal joint according to the present invention will be described below. 
[0013] With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, reference numeral 1 0 indicates a constant velocity universal joint according 
to a first embodiment of the present invention. 

[0014] The constant velocity universal joint 1 0 comprises a cylindrical outer cup (outer member) 14 which has an 
opening and which is integrally connected to one end of a first shaft 12 (shown in FIG. 2 with partial omission) as one 
transmission shaft, and an inner member 1 8 which is secured to one end of a second shaft 1 6 as the other transmission 
shaft and which is accommodated in the opening of the outer cup 1 4. 

[0015] As shown in FIG. 1 , three guide grooves 20a to 20c, which extend in the axial direction and which are spaced 
apart by about 1 20 degrees respectively about the axial center, are formed on the inner wall surface of the outer cup 
14. As shown in FIG. 3, each of the guide grooves 20a to 20c includes a ceiling section 22, and side surface sections 
24a, 24b formed on opposite sides of the ceiling section 22, The ceiling section 22 has a recess curved along the outer 
Circumferential surface of the outer cup 14. Each of the side surface sections 24a, 24b have an arc-shaped curved 
surface in cross section. 

[0016] As shown in FIG. 1 , a ring-shaped spider boss section 26 is externally fitted to the second shaft 16. Three 
trunnions 28a to 28c, which are expanded toward the guide grooves 20a to 20c respectively and which are spaced 
apart by about 120 degrees about the axial center, are integrally formed on the outer circumferential surface of the 
spider boss section 26. 

[001 7] As shown in FIG. 3, each of the trunnions 28a to 28c comprises a neck 30 which is expanded radially outwardly 
from the ring-shaped spider boss section 26, and a head 32 which is formed integrally with the neck 30. 
[0018] A first curved surface 33, which has an arc-shape with a predetermined curvature as viewed in the axial 
direction of the outer cup 14 (see FIG. 3) and which is formed linearly as viewed in the direction substantially perpen- 
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dicular to the axis of the outer cup 1 4 (see FIG. 2), is provided on the upper surface of the head 32. The shape of the 
first curved surface 33 is not limited to the linear configuration as viewed in the direction substantially perpendicular to 
the axis of the outer cup 1 4. The first curved surface 33 may have an arc shape having a predetermined curvature as 
viewed in the direction substantially perpendicular to the axis of the outer cup 14. 

5 [0019] A second curved surface 34, which is similar to the first curved surface 33 described above, is formed on the 
lower surface of the head 32. The second curved surface 34 is continued to the neck 30. The head 32 further has a 
spherical surface 35 on the outer circumferential surface between the first curved surface 33 and the second curved 
surface 34. An unillustrated chamfered section having a curved cross section may be provided at a boundary portion 
between the first curved surface 33 and the spherical surface 35 and at a boundary portion between the second curved 

10 surface 34 and the spherical surface 35. 

[0020] As shown in FIG. 4, a pair of substantially circular flat surface sections (cutout surfaces) 36a, 36b are formed 
oppositely on parts of the spherical surface 35, to which no torque between the first curved surface 33 and the second 
curved surface 34 of the head 32 is applied. The trunnions 28a to 28c are rotated in the circumferential direction of the 
spider boss section 26. Therefore, the torque is applied to other parts of the spherical surfaces 35 of the trunnions 28a 

is to 28c in the circumferential direction of the spider boss section 26. 

[0021] As shown in FIG. 3, an inner roller (annular member) 40 and an outer roller 44 are disposed between the 
trunnion 28a to 28c and the side surface sections 24a, 24b. The inner roller 40 is a ring member having a spherical 
recess 38 corresponding to the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a to 28c over the entire inner circumferential 
surface. The outer roller 44 is externally fitted to the inner roller 40 with a plurality of needle bearings 42 interposed 

20 therebetween. The outer circumferential surface of the outer roller 44 has an arc-shaped cross section corresponding 
to the side surface sections 24a, 24b of the guide groove 20a to 20c. The outer circumferential surface of the outer 
roller 44 and the side surface sections 24a, 24b of the guide groove 20a to 20c make surface-to-surface contact with 
each other. 

[0022] The cross-sectional configurations of the outer circumferential surface of the outer roller 44 and the side 
25 surface sections 24a, 24b of the guide groove 20a, 20b are not limited to the arc-shaped configurations respectively. 
Each of these components may have a linear cross section. 

[0023] The plurality of needle bearings 42 are rollably installed into an inner annular recess 46 of the outer roller 44. 
The plurality of needle bearings 42 may be installed using the keystone effect so that they are not disengaged from 
the recess 46. 

so [0024] As shown in FIGS. 5 to 8, the inner roller 40 has a substantially elliptic cutout 52 at the boundary between an 
upper surface section 50 and an inner wall, so that the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) can be assembled easily into the recess 
48 of the inner roller 40. 

[0025] In this arrangement, the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a to 28c and the recess 38 of the inner roller * 
40 make surface-to-surface contact with each other. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 3, the trunnion 28a to 28c is rotatable 
35 jn the direction of the arrow A about the point O with respect to the inner roller 40. Further, the trunnion 28a to 28c is 
rotatable in the circumferential direction (direction of the arrow B) along the spherical surface about the axis of the 
trunnion 28a to 28c. The trunnion 28a to 28c and the inner roller 40 are displaceable in the vertical direction (direction 
of the arrow C) together with the needle bearings 42 supported by the outer roller 44. 

[0026] The constant velocity universal joint 1 0 according to the first embodiment of the present invention is basically 
40 constructed as described above. Next, its operation, function, and effect will be explained. 

[0027] When the first shaft 12 as a transmission shaft is rotated, a rotary force is transmitted to the inner member 
1 8 via the outer cup 1 4. The second shaft 1 6 is rotated in a predetermined direction by the aid of the trunnions 28a to 28c. 
[0028] That is, the rotary force of the outer cup 14 is transmitted to the inner rollers 40 via the needle bearings 42 
and the outer rollers 44 which make contact with the guide grooves 20a to 20c. Further, the rotary force is transmitted 
45 to the trunnions 28a to 28c via the spherical surfaces 35 which make surface-to-surface contact with the recesses 38 
of the inner rollers 40. Accordingly, the second shaft 1 6, which is engaged with the trunnions 28a to 28c, is rotated. 
[0029] In this arrangement, when the second shaft 1 6 is inclined by a predetermined angle with respect to the outer 
cup 14 having the first shaft 1 2, then the trunnions 28a to 28c make sliding displacement in the direction of the arrow 
A about the points O as shown in FIG. 3, or the trunnions 28a to 28c make sliding displacement in the circumferential 
so direction (direction of the arrow B) along the spherical recesses 38 about the axes of the trunnions 28a to 28c. At this 
time, the spherical surfaces 35 of the trunnions 28a to 28c remain in surface-to-surface contact with the spherical 
recesses 38 of the inner rollers 40. 

[0030] The trunnions 28a to 28c are displaceable in the axial directions (direction of the arrow C) of the trunnions 
28a to 28c together with the inner rollers 40 which make sliding movement with respect to the needle bearings 42 
55 supported by the outer rollers 44. 

[0031] The trunnions 28a to 28c are displaceable in the directions substantially perpendicular to the axes of the 
trunnions 28a to 28c, i.e., in the longitudinal directions (direction of the arrow D) of the guide grooves 20a to 20c (see 
FIG. 2) by the aid of the outer rollers 44 which make sliding movement along the guide grooves 20a to 20c. 
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[0032] As described above, the rotary motion of the first shaft 12 is smoothly transmitted to the second shaft 16 
regardless of the angle of inclination of the second shaft 16 with respect to the outer cup 14. 
[0033] Next, a method of assembling the constant velocity universal joint 10 according to the first embodiment will 
be explained below. As an example, the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) is installed into the hole 48 of the inner roller 40. 
5 [0034] As shown in FIG. 1 0, the trunnion 28a (28b, 28b) is inclined by an angle 6 with respect to the inner roller 40 
having the substantially elliptic cutout 52, and the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) is inserted along the substantially elliptic 
cutout 52. Accordingly, the inner roller 40 is installed to the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c). In this case, the second shaft 16 
extends in the direction substantially perpendicular to the plane of paper in FIG. 10. 

[0035] In the first embodiment, the pair of substantially circular flat surface sections 36a, 36b are formed by cutting 
10 out the parts of the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), to which no torque is applied. Therefore, the 

length of the projection long width X of the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) can be shortened by an 

amount corresponding to the cutout. The inner roller 40 can be installed to the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) with ease. 

Therefore, it is possible to simplify the operation for assembling the inner roller 40 to the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), and 

it is possible to improve the assembling performance. 
is [0036] The flat surface sections 36a, 36b, which are formed on the outer circumferential surface of the trunnion 28a 

(28b, 28c), function as oil sumps for lubricating oil. Accordingly, it is possible to improve lubrication characteristics, 

rotary driving force-transmitting property and durability. 

[0037] In FIG. 10, 6 represents the assembling angle, R represents the radius of the spherical surface 35 of the 
trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), H represents the half spherical surface width of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), r represents the 

20 short radius of the cutout 52 of the inner roller 40, h represents the half width of the inner roller 40, d represents the 
radius of the neck 30 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), X represents the projection long width of the spherical surface 35 
of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) when the assembling angle is inclined by 6, Y represents the projection short width of 
the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) when the assembling angle is inclined by 6, and § represents 
the clearance between the cutout 52 of the inner roller 40 and the neck 30 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c). 

25 [0038] In this arrangement, the condition, under which the projection short width Y of the spherical surface 35 of the 
trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) is smaller than 2R (diameter of the spherical surface 35), i.e., the spherical surface 35 reliably 
falls within the half width h of the inner roller 40, is represented by the following expression (1). 



30 



R-r>0 (1) 

[0039] The condition, under which Y < X is satisfied, is represented by the following expression (2). 

„ e-sin-^O (2) 

[0040] The condition, under which the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) and the inner roller 40 make no interference, is rep- 
resented by the following expression (3). 



40 



45 



55 



Vr 2 +h 2 -sultan -1 ^-ej-d>0 



(3) 



[0041] The shapes of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) and the cutout 52 of the inner roller 40 are designed so that the 
expressions (1), (2), (3) are satisfied. It is assumed that the assembling angle 6 is larger than the angle defined by the 
axis of the inner roller 40 and the axis of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) determined on the basis of the operation angle 
(angle defined by the first shaft 12 and the second shaft 1 6) of the constant velocity universal joint 1 0 on the plane of 
so paper in FIG. 1 0 (plane including the axial centers of the three trunnions 28a to 28c). 

[0042] When the expressions (1), (2), (3) are satisfied, and the assembling operation is performed without forcibly 
inserting the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) into the cutout 52 of the inner roller 40, the following expression (4) is preferably 
satisfied. 



r-Hsin6+/R 2 -H 2 .cose>0 (4) 
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[0043] Further, when the expressions (1), (2), (3) are satisfied, and the assembling operation is performed while 
forcibly inserting the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) into the cutout 52 of the inner roller 40, the following expression (5) is 
preferably satisfied. 

r-Hsine+VR 2 -H 2 -cose^O (5) 

[0044] If the size of the cutout 52 falls within the range which is twice the operation angle of the constant velocity 
universal joint 10, it is possible to improve rotary driving force-transmitting property and durability. If the size of the 
cutout 52 is not less than twice the operation angle, it is possible to improve forging characteristics. 
[0045] FIGS. 11 to 14 show firstto third modified embodiments of the cutout surface formed on the part of the spherical 
surface 35 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), to which no torque is applied. 

[0046] As shown in FIG. 11 , in the first modified embodiment, a pair of bores 56a, 56b, each of which has a substan- 
tially circular cross section, are formed oppositely, in place of the flat surface sections 36a, 36b. It is preferable that 
the pair of bores 56a, 56b do not communicate with each other. 

[0047] As shown in FIG. 12, in the second modified embodiment, a pair of curved surface sections 58a, 58b, each 
of which extends by a predetermined length in the circumferential direction, are formed oppositely on parts of the 
spherical surface 35. Each of the curved surface section 58a, 58b has a substantially central wide portion which is 
gradually narrowed toward its ends in the circumferential direction. In this arrangement, as shown in FIG. 13, it is 
preferable that curved surface sections 60a, 60b, which correspond to the curved surface sections 58a, 58b of the 
trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), are formed on the inner circumferential surface of the inner roller 40b. 
[0048] In the first and second modified embodiments as described above, the contact area between the spherical 
surfaces of the trunnion 28a to 28c and the inner roller 40 is increased. Therefore, rotary driving force-transmitting 
property is stabilized, and it is possible to improve durability. 

[0049] Further, as shown in FIG. 14, in the third modified embodiment, a pair of wide flat surfaces 62a, 62b are 
formed oppositely on parts of the spherical surface 35. With the pair of wide flat surfaces 62a, 62b, it is possible to 
improve fluidity of metal lump for forming parte 64a, 64b of the spherical surface during the forging process. 
[0050] The other function and effect of the cutout surface of the first to third modified embodiments are the same as 
those of the first embodiment described above, detailed explanation of which will be omitted. 
[0051] Next, a constant velocity universal joint 110 according to a second embodiment of the present invention is 
shown in FIGS. 15 to 17. The same constitutive components as those of the constant velocity universal joint 10 ac- 
cording to the first embodiment are designated by the same reference numerals, detailed explanation of which will be 
omitted. 

[0052] The same features of the constant velocity universal joint 1 1 0 according to the second embodiment as those 
described in connection with the method of assembling the constant velocity universal joint 10 according to the first 
embodiment as shown in FIG. 10 will not be described again. Only different function and effect will be described in 
detail below. 

[0053] In the constant velocity universal joint 110, a second curved surface 34, which has a radius of curvature 
different from that of a first curved surface 33, is continued to a neck 30 under a head 32 of each of trunnions 28a to 
28c. Further, the head 32 has a spherical surface 35 (indicated by a pair of divided spherical surfaces 35a, 35b, if 
necessary) formed on the outer circumferential surface between the first curved surface 33 and the second curved 
surface 34 (see FIGS. 17 and 18). 

[0054] As shown in FIG. 18, a pair of cutout surfaces 136a, 136b, which are gently curved in the circumferential 
direction, are formed oppositely by cutting out parts of the spherical surface 35 on side surfaces of the head 32, to 
which no torque is applied between the first curved surface 33 and the second curved surface 34 of the head 32. Each 
of the cutout surface 136a, 136b has a substantially central wide portion which is gradually narrowed toward its ends 
in the circumferential direction. Therefore, the side surfaces of the head 32 in the circumferential direction include the 
pair of opposite cutout surfaces 136a, 136b each of which is formed by the cutout by the predetermined length in the 
circumferential direction, and the pair of mutually divided spherical surfaces 35a, 35b which are continued to the cutout 
surfaces 136a, 136b. 

[0055] The cutout surface 136a, 136b is not limited to the curved surface. The cutout surface 136a, 136b may be an 
unillustrated flat surface. Alternatively, the cutout surface 1 36a, 1 36b may be a composite surface comprising a curved 
surface and a flat surface. 

[0056] As shown in FIGS. 19 to 21 , an inner roller 140 has a perfectly circular opening 152 (perfect circle) which is 
formed between an upper surface section 150 and an inner wall surface so that the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) can be 
easily assembled in a hole 1 48 of the inner roller 1 40. 

When the shape of the opening 152 is the perfect circle, the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) can be easily assembled in any 
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circumferential direction in the hole 148 of the inner roller 140 as described later on. The assembling operation is 
performed regardless of assembling orientation. 

[0057] The constant velocity universal joint 110 according to the second embodiment of the present invention is 
basically constructed as described above. Next, a method of assembling the constant velocity universal joint 110 will 

5 be explained below. As an example s the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) is installed into the hole 148 of the inner roller 140. 
[0058] As shown in FIG. 22, the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) is inserted in any of directions in the circumferential direction 
of the perfectly circular opening 152 of the inner roller 140 while inclining the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) by an angle G 
with respect to the inner roller 140. Accordingly, the inner roller 140 is installed to the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c). 
[0059] In the constant velocity universal joint 110, the pair of opposite cutout surfaces 136a, 136b are formed by 

10 cutting out the parts of the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c), to which no torque is applied. Therefore, 
the length of the projection long width X of the spherical surface 35 of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) can be shortened 
by an amount corresponding to the cutout. The inner roller 1 40 can be installed to the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) with ease. 
[0060] For example, if the shape of the opening 1 52 of the inner roller 140 is substantially elliptic, the orientation of 
the assembling operation is limited to the major axis direction. In contrast, in the constant velocity universal joint 110, 

is as shown in FIG. 22, the trunnion 28a(28b, 28c) is inserted in the recess 138 of the inner roller 140 along the pair of 
cutout surfaces 136a, 136b. Accordingly, the inner roller 140 is easily installed to the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c). The 
orientation of the assembling operation is not limited. 

[0061] In other words, when the shape of the opening 152 of the inner roller 140 is the perfect circle, the trunnion 
28a (28b, 28c) can be easily assembled in any circumferential direction with respect to the hole 148 of the inner roller 
20 140. Therefore, the operation can be performed regardless of orientation of assembling. 

[0062] As a result, it is possible to simplify the operation for assembling the inner roller 1 40 to the trunnion 28a (28b, 
28c). Further, it is unnecessary to consider the orientation of the assembling of the trunnion 28a (28b, 28c) with respect 
to the inner roller 140. Therefore, it is possible to improve assembling performance. 

[0063] The cutout surfaces 1 36a, 136b, which are formed on the outer circumferential surface of the trunnion 28a 
25 (28b, 28c), function as oil sumps for lubricating oil to be charged into the clearance between the trunnion 28a (28b, 
28c) and the recess 138 of the inner roller 140. Accordingly, it is possible to improve lubrication characteristics, rotary 
driving force-transmitting property and durability. 

[0064] Next, FIG. 23 shows a trunnion 1 60a (1 60b, 1 60c) according to a fourth modified embodiment. 
[0065] The trunnion 1 60a to 160c according to the fourth modified embodiment includes a substantially disk-shaped 
30 head 164 which has a flat surface 162 at the top. A pair of opposite spherical surfaces 166, and a pair of opposite 
cutout surfaces 168a, 168b formed by cutting out the spherical surface 166 are provided on the band-shaped outer 
circumferential surface of the substantially disk-shaped head 1 64. 

[0066] The substantially central portion of the band-shaped cutout surface 1 68a, 1 68b is slightly wide. However, the 
shape of the cutout surface 168a, 168b is not limited. The cutout surface 168a, 168b may be a flat surface, or a 
35 composite surface including a flat surface and a curved surface. FIG. 24 shows an inner roller 140a to be installed to 
the trunnion 1 60a to 1 60c shown in FIG. 23. 

[0067] In the fourth modified embodiment, the head 164 of the trunnion 160a to 160c having the flat top surface 162 
has the substantially disk-shaped configuration. Accordingly, the volume of the head 1 64 of the trunnion 1 60a to 1 60c 
is decreased. It is possible to suppress the load (pressurizing force) in forming the trunnion 1 60a to 1 60c in the forging 
40 process, and thus it is possible to improve forging performance. The other function and effect are the same as those 
of the trunnions 28a to 28c shown in FIG. 1 8, detailed explanation of which is omitted. 

[0068] While the invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to preferred embodiments, it 
will be understood that variations and modifications can be effected thereto by those skilled in the art without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 

45 

Claims 

J. A constant velocity universal joint comprising: 

50 

a cylindrical outer member connected to a transmission shaft, said outer member having guide grooves (20a 
to 20c) separated from each other by a predetermined spacing distance and extending in an axial direction 
on an inner circumferential surface of said outer member; and 

an inner member (1 8) connected to another transmission shaft, said inner member (18) being inserted into an 
55 opening in said outer member, said inner member (1 8) including trunnions (28a to 28c) each having a spherical 

surface (35) and annular members each having a spherical recess (38) adapted to receive said spherical 
surface (35), 
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wherein a cutout surface is formed on a part of said spherical surface (35) of said trunnion (28a to 28c), to 
which no torque is applied. 

2. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 1 , wherein said cutout surface comprises a flat surface. 

3. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 2, wherein said cutout surface comprises a pair of opposite 
flat surfaces (36a, 36b). 

4. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 1 , wherein said cutout surface comprises a recess or a bore. 

5. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 4, wherein said cutout surface comprises a pair of opposite 
bores (56a, 56b). 

6. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 1 , wherein said cutout surface comprises a flat surface sep- 
arating said spherical surface (35) formed in a circumferential direction of said trunnion (28a to 28c). 

7. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 6, wherein said cutout surface comprises a pair of opposite 
flat surfaces (62a, 62b). 

8. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 1 , wherein said cutout surface comprises a curved surface 
formed in a circumferential direction of trunnion (28a to 28c). 

9. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 8, wherein said cutout surface comprises a pair of opposite 
curved surfaces (58a, 58b). 

10. A constant velocity universal joint according to claim 9, wherein width of said curved surface (58a, 58b) is decreased 
gradually from a substantially central portion toward both ends of said curved surface (58a, 58b) in said circum- 
ferential direction. 

11. A constant velocity universal joint comprising: 

a cylindrical outer member connected to a transmission shaft, said outer member having guide grooves (20a 
to 20c) separated from each other by a predetermined spacing distance and extending in an axial direction 
on an inner circumferential surface of said outer member; and 

an inner member (18) connected to another transmission shaft, said inner member (18) being inserted into an 
opening in said outer member, said inner member (18) including trunnions (160a to 160c) each having a 
spherical surface (35) and annular members each having a spherical recess (138) adapted to receive said 
spherical surface (1 66), 

wherein a pair of cutout surfaces (136a, 136b) each comprising at least a fiat surface, a curved surface, or 
a composite surface of a flat surface and a curved surface are formed on opposite parts of said spherical surface 
(35) of said trunnion (28a to 28c), to which no torque is applied, and 

wherein said spherical recess (138) is formed in a perfectly circular opening (152) of said annual member. 

12. A constant velocity universal joint comprising: 

a cylindrical outer member connected to a transmission shaft, said outer member having guide grooves (20a 
to 20c) separated from each other by a predetermined spacing distance and extending in an axial direction 
on an inner circumferential surface of said outer member; and 

an inner member (18)connected to another transmission shaft, said inner member (18) being inserted into an 
opening in said outer member, said inner member (1 8) including trunnions (28a to 28c) each having a spherical 
surface (35) and annular members each having a spherical recess (38) adapted to receive said spherical 
surface (35), 

wherein a substantially disk-shaped head (1 64) is formed by cutting out a part of said spherical surface (1 66) 
of said trunnion (160a to 160c), 

wherein a pair of cutout surfaces (168a, 168b) each comprising at least a flat surface, a curved surface, or 
a composite surface of a flat surface and a curved surface are formed on opposite parts of a band-shaped circum- 
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ferential surface of said disk-shaped head (1 64) of said spherical surface (1 66) of said trunnion (1 68a to 1 68c), to 
which no torque is applied, and 

wherein said spherical recess (138) is formed in a perfectly circular opening (152) of said annual member. 
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FIG. 7 




16 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 8 



50 AS 




17 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 9 




18 



EP 1 225 359 A1 




EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 11 




20 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 12 




21 



EP 1 225 359 A1 




22 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 14 




28c 



23 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 15 




xvi 



24 



EP 1 225 359 A1 




EP 1 225 359 A1 




EP1 225 359 A1 




27 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 19 




EP 1 225 359 A1 




29 



EP 1 225 359 A1 




30 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 22 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 23 




168a(b) 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



FIG. 24 

140a 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 02 00 0472 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
ol relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (IntCIJ) 



DE 198 34 142 A (SCHAEFFLER WAELZLAGER 

0H6) 3 February 2000 (2000-02-03) 

* column 5, line 17 - line 35; figures 7,8 

* 



US 5 935 009 A (H0SDEZ DIDIER ET AL) 
10 August 1999 (1999-08-10) 

* column 3, line 35 - line 37; figure 

* column 4, line 12 - line 20 * 

GB 2 226 102 A (SPICER HARDY LTD) 
20 June 1990 (1990-06-20) 

* page 13, line 33 - page 14, line 18; 
figure 4 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 2000, no. 03, 

30 March 2000 (2000-03-30) 

-& JP 11 336783 A (TOYOTA MOTOR CORP), 

7 December 1999 ( 1999-12-07 ) 

* abstract; figure 3 * 



2 * 



1-3.6,7, 
11,12 



1-3,6,7, 
11,12 



1-3,6,7, 
11,12 



1,4,5 



F16D3/205 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED flnt.CI.7) 



F16D 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



THE HAGUE 



Dole at completion ol me search 

11 April 2002 



Sale, Y 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 



X : part fcu tarty relevant if taken atone 

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another 

document ot the same category 
A : technological background 
O . non-written disclosure 
P : intermediate document 



T : theory or principle underlying the invention 
E : earlier patent document, but published on. or 

alter the tiring date 
D : document cited in the application 
L : document cited for other reasons 



& : member ol the same patent larniry, corresponding 
document 



34 



EP 1 225 359 A1 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 02 00 0472 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report. 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no wayBaWe for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

11-04-2002 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 



0E 19834142 



03-02-2000 DE 



19834142 Al 



US 5935009 



10-08-1999 DE 



19544174 Al 



GB 2226102 



20-06-1990 



CA 
ES 
FR 
WO 
IT 



2005709 Al 
2038567 A6 
2640708 Al 
9007067 Al 
1238109 B 



JP 11336783 



07-12-1999 NONE 



03-02-2000 



15-05-1997 



17-06-1990 
16-07-1993 
22-06-1990 
28-06-1990 
07-07-1993 



i For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



35 



